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BOATERZ N' BIKERZ: PAGIFIC COAST RUSH
(DING THE WILD, WILD WES

The 2013 Boaterz and Bikerz of America:
HULL OF A TOUR was a nine—day event
from Destin, FL to 3an Diego, CA. In
2015, The Freedom Hide ran nine-days
from Smresota to Washington DC, with siops
ot five Freedom Boat Clubs, phes visits o
Harley-Davidson's York, PA factory, the
Gettysburg Battlefield and .Jefferson’s beloved
Monticello, wrapping into DC's famous
Raolling Thunader.

This year's "Pacific Cosst Rush™ held July
Z23-30 was & spectacular 1,750-mille wild,
wild west adventure, from Sesttle o Bag Sur,
with a koop back o San Francisco.

As s traditon and the unique component
to this ride, it mipes the best of moftonrcycling
with special boafing events, in keeping with
the composition of marine industry folk and
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thewr friends.
Pacific Coast Ru=zh brought together 16

bikes and 25 experienced riders from Florida,

Ohio, Washington State and Calfornia. A
dozren machines shipped from four Flosids
cities & week in advance vim 40 Trecking
private transport, aboard caner Milo=
Dengel's trusty 72" semi.

Riders rendezvoussed with Dengel in
Seattle & week later o offload bikes. We
gathered sarly Saturday and navigeted
through interstete traffic o downtown Seattle,
mrriving &t the waterfront enclave of retsil
sponsor Alexander Marine USA and s
global mamfacturer and joint event sponsor,
Regal Boats. As the dealership had already
sold through its Fegal onsiser inenbory, our
riders wens treated o 8 fabulous teo—howr

brunch cruise sbosrd & stunning T8 Ocesn
Alexander motongacht.

What an awesome way o get the party
staried! We oasted the tour, explored the
miagriificent yacht, mized and mingled snd
engoyed delectnble hors doesuwres inchuding
fresh salmon. We cruised leisurely along
Lake Union and Lake Washington with the
famous Space Mesdie and Seattes shyline on
the horzon. As our cruise came o s close,
we thanked owur gracious hosts, then revved
it up for our ride to Mount Rainier National
Park.

After & brief pit stop In Enumclesr,
we began the stellar dimb to the Swnrise
VWisitors Center, the highest drive point in the
national park. Unforfunet=ly, our only incident
inwolved a rider bresking down half way up
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the mountsin. Dues to the late afteroon hour
and lack of emergency towing services in
the ares, he spent the night =t the ramges"s
stafion. Dur hemn wes transport dover bilo=
Dengel who drowe his bike 2.5 hours to pick
up & new battery AND then returned with

it 30 our pal could rejoin the tour. What &

champ!

The rest of the crew ode sn hour snd
checked in ot the restic Porsdese Inn,
opemied by the National Park Service.
Cwr first group dinner together was fum,
but des=erd weas even better, We licked

ice cream cones around a large, blazing

fireplace!
Some riders rose early to trek helf &

mille up the mountain and were trested D &
bewitching display of fregrant blooms, with &
front—row vista of Mount Rainder in all of her
craggy, snow-capped glony!

Owr first official stop was the Mount Smint
Helens Windy Ridge View Point, & parched,
somber and & bleak reminder of nature’s
fierce power. We rode 2= close to the
wvolcano's caldera &= possible and chserned
the lingering signs of devastafion wrought by
the original blast in 1980, and & second n
2008.

We maneuversd down the mountsin to
Cougar for lunch, then cruised info Oregon
wherne we siopped fo wiew the famous
Columbia River Gorge. 'We =wung east and

pazsed & series of waterfalls, stopping at
Multnomah. Breathtaking!

We owemighted at Hood Risver and rose
eardy o ride o the famous Timberline Lodge
on Moaunt Hood, one of teo year round ski
resorts in the Northwest. We wene surprised
to spot skizrs on the slopes in July!

The next encounter was one of my
favorites. Crater Lake &= situated in sowth
ce=ntral Dregon within the Crater Lake=
Mational Park and s the second despest
lake in Morth Amernca with & 1,949" weier
depth. The water color is & shimmering

indigo blue with & brilliancy that defies
description. We rode much of the 26-mile

rim, siopping for a group photo. We then
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headed o the hip ski town of Bend, OR and

lunched at the local brewery =n routs to owr
final destination for the night, White City.

Tuesday dewned & brisk 55 degress as
we suited up for our ride to Praire Cresk
Redwoods State Park, the filn location for
the blockbusi=r movie, Jura=sic Park. En
route, we stopped for lunch at the Chert
Foom waterfront restaurant in Crescent City,
CA, where we were greeted by & foggy
coastine and a happy cacophony of berking
== lions. Hide captain Jim Krueger then
li=ed ws through our first spectsculer canopy
of giant redwoods, which served as a brief
teamer for the day ahead!

We rode to Euwreka for the night,

excited about the special dinner hosted
by owr event tifle sponsor, Freedom Boat
Club st the populer restaurant, Black
Lightning Motorcycle Cafe. Cwners Jeff
mned Cessandra Hesselfine hosted owr
private event and couldnt have been mons
welcoming! We ordered off an eclectic menu
femturing tantslizing soups, fresh salads and
pres=ed panini sandwiches, all bestowed
with names of famous motorcycle brands.
We filled our bellies as we dined on hand-
tooled tables, smong & cool sray of bikes,
gear, menchandise and classic molo movies.
The following moming, we experenced
the Avenue of the GEants, an enchanting,
F-mile strip of heavenly grandeur. We

parked our rides. The sun pesped through
the slumbering forest, monkeys squesled
overhend and we breathed it ol in, gathering
for some fun group shots stop & ham ungous
owverturned stump. On our way out, we rode
under and throwgh the massive trunk of one
of the most photographed redwoods in the
waoirildl .

To reduce owr travel fime to Rohnert
Park, we opied to take an inland interstate
wa. the coastal route. BIG Miztake! We
suffered the mdical temperature shift from
the oool mid 50 of the morning to o
bEstering 111 degrees in the aftermoon. We
resembled & fire— bresthing dregon as we

BETR WOMEN'S WORLD | BTR 73




hot-tmiled it to & rest stop o pesl off leather
and mesh. At the second stop, we dumped
icy-cold gallons of water directly on our
heads to cool our core temperatures. The
heat was brutsl!

The next day brousght new challenges
and opporiunifies.

First, we ook a thrilling ride through the
beach towmns of Sfinson Beach and Point

Reyes, and then
wound down to Fort Barmy and the Bonits
Point Lighthouse, the latter which juts ouwt
as the entrance to 3an Francsco Bay. The
road was marked for miles by harmowing
kimirpin turms and feetng switchbescks.
Awresome riding!

We tightened the formation for our group
ride over the famous Golden Gate Brdge,
which was shrouded in the traditional light

layer of fog. The bridge crossing was =
breeze . but unfortunetely, that =uphoria
came to 8 screeching halt at our exit, as we
found oursehves smack dab in the middle of
major congesfion. Due 0 an accident, we
were forced to duck—walk our bikes more
than & mile uphill svd through & tunnel, an
inte=nse and tiring exercise.

As we cleared the accident, though,
we cruised like rock stars slong the world

5 - e . v iy
famous Pacific Coast Highway, resching
Half Moon Bay where we fessted at Cafe
Capistrano, a small and ocutstanding family—
owned Mayan restaurant.

And then, it was on to Momterey and
Carmiel for the night

Two of owr Calfornia nder pals who rode
in the first Hull of & Towr had joined us the
day before and agreed to lead the pack to
Big Sur on Fridey. The wildfires had been

rewgineg, but the mountain rnoad remained
open. We set off for & three—howr ride
through the legendary stretch of Big Swr, en
route to San Simeon.

The thick, soupy recipe of fog and smoke
created difficult navigetion, but our handy
group pressed on, stopping midway for
warm beverages. There were points along
this cwurvy road where visibility was reduced
to one or teo teillights. Every so often, the

grey clowds would lift their skirts, allowing
s quick peek ot the damastic deavsge of
rvouarvimin mred s

Skies cleared as we descended into
San Jimeon where we hnched at the foot
of the Hearst Castle while seated in &
corral, surrcunded by horses and cattle.
We then scooted wup the mountain for an
aftermoon towr of the publshing magnate
Willimm Randolph Heamst's majestic American
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palace, rich in its old Hollywood glamour and
steeped in stonies.

On our return ride, the fog snd smoke
had dissipated. We found ocursehes
cushioned between & long trall of fire fighters
during their afiermvoon shift changes. Trucks
and =quipment were stashed all along
the mountainside, amid handwritten signs
posted by locals thanking thess tireless,
harnd-working crews fior their selfless sendoe
and sacrifice. We stopped to view the huge
elephant seals who gather each year along
the shore to give birth, sleep, and molt.
Thes= marselous mammals wens libemally
stacked side to side, sacked out snd lockang
up =and!

We finally rolled nto the picturesgue
Monterey harina at sunset, whens ssvweral
of us enjoyed a Japanese tepanyski-shile
dinner.

It seemes like the months preceding a
wacation drag on forever, while the last
day of vacation abvays arives e an
urvevslcomed guest Saturday moming,

we heasded o the Santa Cruz mowunbans,
riding through fertile farmismds, then up
through gentle hills to deppled forests with
easy sweeps and tumns. A few switchbacks
with some wide banks kept the sdrenalne
flowing.-

Around noon, we pullesd up to Alices
Restaurant in Woodbine, where you can, in
fact, get most amything you want. A biker's
hangout, hundreds of motorcyclists Come
every weekend snd create & virtusl| bice
show. t's the happening spot for & great
meal, friendly conversations and some
exciting riding all along Skylne Drve.

Unfortunately, all good things must come
to an end. We hit the interstate, heading
to the Perkins Harley dealership near San
Francisco Airport whens we reluctantly tumed
over our bikes and keys o Mike Dengel,
who loaded “"=m up and moved ‘em out. He
would be making & stop in Stungis with our
loyal steeds before retuming them to the
Sunshine State a few weeks later. We've all
become fans of Mike and 40" Trucking!

The tour's grand finale was held ot San
Francisco’s famous Fisherman's Wharf whene
we gather=d for & "Sunset Sailabretion,”
hao=ted by Freedom Boat Club. Cur lest ride
was aboard a spacious 48" power catamaran
which cruised 1.5 hours around Samn
Francisco Bay, past Alcatraz and beneath
the Golden Gate Bridge. We torsted the
amazing time we'd spent together — and the
fabulous new frendships we'd made.

There's a ot that could be said about
riding with a group of boaters and bikers,
bat one description says it all .. it's one
hull of & tour! Wanda Kenton Smith is the
oo-founder mnd =vent producer of Hull of
a Towr. She is president of Kenton Smith
Marketing [www. kentonsmithmarketing. com|,
president of Manne Mardeters of Amenca
and chief marketfing officer of Freedom Boat
Club. She = also the national marketing
columnist for Soundings Trade Ondy since
1998, and served previowsly as edilor of
several consumer boating magazines and

tede newspapers.

Boaterz n Bikerz of America
Prepares to Slay the Dragon

For the fifth year, »
group of marine n—-
dusiry executives amnd
thedr fricnds will shift
gears, moving from

the familiar waters and
helms of their favornine
boat brands to nevigat—
ing some of the best
backroads in America
asboard @ nimble fleet
of sleck, two—wheeled
machines.

Boaterz ‘n Hikerz of
America: Hull of & Towr
5 is revwing up to slay
the beast during its
May 5 - 10 adwenture
in the Great Smoky
Mountmins. This year's
event, dubbed “The
Dragon’s Roar,™ will
headquarters at the
famous lron Horse Mo—
torcycle Lodge B Resort
in Hobbinaville, NC and
set out with day trips
throanghout the tri-
=tate megion o =xplore
legendary motorcycle
routes ncluding the
infamous Dragon's Tail.
“There: is & husge fol-
lowineg of awid motor-
cycle enthusiasts within
boating industry ranks,”
=nid Wanda Kemton Smith, president of Ken—
ton Smith Marketing and co—founder/ event
producer of Bosterz n Bikerz of Amernica.
"There is such a crossover between boat-
ers and motorcydists s we shane such

a passion for living and fully enjoying and
embracing the great outdoors. Owr event
celebrates the best of the boating and biloer
lifestyle mnd i= unique in that we integrate
both into our Wour agends.”

Kenton Smith s a s=nior marketing executive
of 35+ years, national marketing colurmnist,
former advertising agency owner and bosrting
magazine edifor. She launched the tour

in 2013 with partner Jim Kroeger, himself
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& 4E-y=ar year marine ndustry executive
recently retired from Regal Bosts. The two—
momee created & vision, collaborated samnd =x-
tended mn invitation to fellow marine ndustng
enthusiasts o exchange their deck shoes for
boots and to participate n epic adventunes
mcross America that combined the best of
the boating snd motoropcling lifestyle_

The tour has included a cross—-country ride
from Florida to CA; Florida to ¥YWashingbon
DC with & fiold into Rolling Thunder; Sestti=
to Big Sur via Pacific Coast Highway; and
o four-state New England trek dubbed The
Lobester Rioll. The towr continues to gain

boating mdustry riders
from as far away as
California and Wisconsin
o participaie.
“Cur miotorcycling rides.
are always matched by
thrilling boating ex-
cursions,” said Kenton
Smith. "We've withessed
the Blue Angels &bosrd
o fieet of Freedom Boat
Club boats; charered a
S0-foot yacht and =x—
plored Lake Grapevine,
TX; hawve gone cruising
in San Diego, San Fran—
cisco and most recenthy
in Mewport, Rl. This
year, we're all sioked
o go surfing with our
awesome boat sponsor,
Malibu Boats, on Lake
Tellico in Tennesses.”
This year, Bom o Ride
joins the tour as an of-
fickal =ponsor along with
returning 2x sponsor
Evinrude/BRP as tithk=
SpOnNSOr, 2K Sponsor
Sea Tow Intemational,
dx sponsors Soundings
Trade Only and Kenton
Smith Marketing, and
,:I Eﬁ'e!“f?-?':?‘ Iour SpoOrSor eEwWonnm—
LTRSS e Malibu Boats, Jim
Krusger Fhotography,
and Boogey Lights.
“We are very excited to sponsor this year's
Hull of & Towr,” said Evwude Regional
Sales Mansger Andy Lindstrom, a Jx event
rider. “Hesides Evinrude, BRP also owms
the Sea-Doo and Canfim Spyder pow—
ersports brands, so our partnership with
Boaterz ‘n Bikerz of America is & perfect fit
for our recreational lifestyle_
For more information about Hull of & Tour
5, The Dragon's Rioer, email 'Wanda Kenton
Smith st wanda @e monsmithmarosting .com
or warw kentonsm ithemia deeging com or s
kentonsmithmarkefing .com. dragon-s-roar.
haml
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By Wanda Kenton Smith
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